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NOVEMBER 0 CALL' ON PRESIDENT THIEU 


l 


; 2. SUMMARY. THIEU WAS VERY ELOQU ENT IN EXPRESSING HIS COMPLAINTS’ 

v AGAINST USG» HE APPEALED FOR I, ^ .UNDERSTANDING OF DIFFICULTIES FAC- 

l - INO GVN. TKIEU HAO AGITATED AIR THROUGHOUT CONVERSATION . f -“j 

GENERAL IMPRESSION VAS THAT IT WILL BE SOME TIME BEFORE A 8r£aK«-1 

l THROUGH TAKE S, PLACE M THE PROBLEM,OPEN PARTICIPATION IN THE ‘i 

* PARIS TALKS.r_~3SAlD HE WAS NOT OPTIMISTIC. REGARDING THE 

SOLUTION OF THIS PR08LEM ON THE 8ASIS OF HIS CONVERSATION WITH :< 
j THIEU*. END SUMMARY,. ,• 

3. 3 1 OPENED THE INTERVIEW BY TAKING UP SEVEN POINTS! 

; U’NVN. APPARENTLY SHIFTED ITS STRATEGY BY AGREEING TO THE PARIS / 
■. PEACE TALKS. THEREFORE. IN LIGHT OF THIS SITUATION GVN SHOULD ACT ' 
' TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF'THIS IN ANTICIPATION OF WHAT WILL FOLLOW. 


&-X5) 

ic*Ky 


a. VHILE l l UNDERSTANDS THAT GVN HAS SOME COMPLAINTS. IT BE- 1 
LIEVES THATTFWOULD NOT,BE BENEFICIAL FOR GVN TO GIVE IMPRESSION \ 
THEY ARE BOYCOTTING THE PARIS TALKS. IF PRES. THIEU TAKES INTO 
ACCOUNT THE MINUSES WHICH WOULD FOLLOW FROM BOYCOTTING HE WOULD \ 
UNDOUBTEDLY CONCLUDE IT WOULD BE.BETTER FOR GVN TO ATTEND THE 
PARIS CONFERENCE AND TO THERE MAKE CLEAR GVN POSITIONS. A 

3. VN WAR HAS. PROGRESSED FROM THE'-MILITARY STAGE TO A NEW STAGE 1 
WHERE DIPLOMACY AND MILITARY OPERATIONS GO HAND IN HAND. NOW IS < 
THE RIGHT-TIME FOR GVN TO LAUNCH A POLITICAL AND DIPLOMATIC OFFEN/- 1 
SIVE* .IN THIS CONNECTION, GVN HAS THE .SUPPORT .OF MANY-FRIENDLY —{ 

• 4 *• 
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■“COUNTRIES WHO WILL ASSIST WHICH IS QUITE FAVORABLE AS COMPARED ■ 

WITH THE SITUATION OF NVN. THEREFORE, THERE IS NO NEED FOR GVN TO 
WORRY FOR IT HAS MANY FRIENDS. 

4. POLITICAL SITUATION IN SVN WILL BECOME CRITICAL AFTER THIS 
NEW STATE IS ENTERED INTO. THIS NEW STAGE WILL INCLUDE POLITICAL, 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AS WELL AS MILITARY ACTIONS. NLF HAD A MUCH 
EASIER TIME DURING THE FORMER MILITARY STAGE, JUST CARRYING OUT 
MILITARY OPERATIONS, BUT IN THIS STAGE, NLF WILL FACE MANY NEW 
PROBLEMS, WHILE GVN WILL BE ENJOYING STRONG SUPP ORT FROM FRIENDLY 
COUNTRIES IN THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FIELD.QWOULD LIKE TO 
PLAY A CERTAIN ROLE IN THIS CONNECTION* 

'.v 5.PH2S THIEU HAS BEEN EMPHASIZING THE STRUGGLE AGAINST COMMUN¬ 
ISM. WE HAVE NOW REACHED THE TIME WHEN WE SHOULD FIGHT AGAINST 
COMMUNISM ON THE NEW BATTLEFIELD OF DIPLOMACY WHILE CONTINUING 
TO PURSUE THE MILITARY STRUGGLE. 

’ $ REFERRING TO PRES THIEU*S ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE PREVIOUS DAY 

fNOV 8) REGARDING GVN DESIRE TO HEAD DELEGATION IN PARIS, CZZ^j i\l>Co.)C5^ 
p - ?; - | sAIDH£ IMAGINED THAT ANNOUNCEMENT HAD BEEN EFFECTIVE 1 1 

i u cTm"T"Vt Mrs * cnp PART OF VN PUBLIC OPINION-IN REGARD TO PARTICIPA- 
no5 OF GW In PARIS TALKS. C=~P ASKED IP PRES TH1EU HAP ANY 
.IDEA OF BREAKTHROUGH IN THIS SITUATION• 


,‘i-3c*x$y 
\ 




3MGS') 


7. IF IN THE COURSE OF CONSULTATION BETWEEN USG AND 


ANYTHING f^~~l CAN DO TO ASSIST 
TAKE 


IS 

WILLING 


TO 


>AINS TO ASSIST. 


SOLUTION OF PROBLEMS 



A PRES THIEU REPLIED AS FOLLOWS? HE SAID HE APPRECIATES^—fPDSI- 
TION. AS FAR AS US BOMBING HALT IS CONCERNED, THERE IS NO PROBLEM 
BECAUSE TARGETS FOR BOMBING IN NORTH WHERE NO LONGER NUMEROUS. 
PROBlIm JS2 IS PARTICIPATION OF GVN IN PARIS TALKS. USG ASKED GVN 

“ l> * 1,w " ' __ .....mm nuAfin Arnt? Ann 




!■ 


i 


TO ATTEND PARIS TALKS UNDER "YOUR SIDE, OUR SIDE" FORMULA. PREVIOUS t 
DAY<N0V8> PRES THIEU HAD MADE A NEW PROPOSAL ABOUT THIS PROBLEM j 
SHICl5 ?MB BUNKiR HAD JUST TOLD HIM USG WAS NOT ABLE TO ACCEPT. j 


i—. 


e PRFS THIEU SAID GVN WANTS PEACE SAME AS USG AMD EVERYONE ELSE. 
PRES T1IIEU WELL AWARE THAT BY NOT PARTICIPATING IN PARIS TALKS 
WORLD OPINION, INCLUDING THAT OF US, WILL BECOME VERY CRITICAL OF 
GVN.HOWEVER, GVN HAS STRONG REASON WHY IT IS UNABLE TO ATTEND SO- 
CALLED "FOUR-PARTY CONFERENCE" IN PARIS. REASON IS THAT IF GVN IS 
TO ATTEND PARIS CONFERENCE IN ITS PRESENT FOUR-PARTY FORM, MORALE 
OF GVn! MILITARY AND PEOPLE WILL COLLAPSE. AMB BUNXER SAID PARIS 
CONFERENCE IS THREE-PARTY CONFERENCE. HOWEVER, NVN AND NLF ARE 
REPEATING CONFERENCE IS FOUR-PARTY CONFERENCE. IF PARIS CONFERENCE 
11 THRE^PAMY CONFERENCE WHY DOESN'T USG DENY NVN STATEMENTS 
ABOUT IT BEING. FOUR-PARTY CONFERENCE? .-■••• 
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ft PRES THIEU CONTINUED AS EOLLOWSt WHILE us SR f? A 2°.rS?S2 U «iM T nfiT INA 
$♦ PRES THltO M _ _ 0 HV{ , rucv are PUTTING NVN OUT 

OH OTHER HAND, USG, THE STRONGEST 
IN FRONT AS THEY RErREStNi fti i ♦ nT05rf , T , y yrru uum and AS A RE- 

POWER IN THE G y N j| #oT IN FRONT WHEN DEALING WITH NVN. 

SULT OF THIS SITUATION ArPRFS^OR IN THE NORTH AND INTERFERING 
THEREFORE, NVN SAYS USG IS AGGRESSOR IN THE NURi^nw^i TOWARD. 

IN THE SOUTH, ETC* WHA _ rnuARD THE GVN WHICH IS REFLECTED IN 

THE GVM ,AND “ sa .J?i I SX t g5 S I»YS T HrCAtmOT UNDERSTAND PRESENT USG 
TH1Y1ATTITU0E. PRES ‘^“^S^cuLLYTO aVU POSXTION WHILE HAVING 

?m , g«CT C or , 8AVi« t Si> RS. 1 uscVK 5usr listen to the voice 

OP NLP ISt WHY DOESN'T IT LISTEN TO GVN VOICE? 
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7. SINCE USG IS STROMEST. WORLD POWER, USG MIGHT WELL DEAL WITH 
• USSR AND, IF NECESSARY, COMMUNIST CHINA BUT WHY Iff IT NECESSARY 
FOR USD TO DEAL WITH NVN? PRES TKIEU WOULD LIKE TO SEE NORTH AND 
SOUTH VN ON AN EQUAL FOOTING SEEKING SOLUTION DIRECTLY DY MEANS OR 
COMPROMISE. IN TALKS BETWEEN OVN AND NLF ARE NECESSARY, THEY CAN 1 
TAKE PLACE IN SAIGON IN INDEPENDENCE PALACE, SUCK LINE OF THOUGHT 
WAS NOT HEEDED BY USG IN PARIS SINCE MAY. PRESENT SITUATION IS 
i- -••VERY DIFFICULT AND IF EVERYBODY MAKE THERE OWN PROPOSAL AND THE 
p. PROPOSALS ARE .NOT AGREED UPON, WE MUST RESHUFFLE THE CARDS AND GO 
BACK to the beginning, pres th-i su CONCLUDED T HIS •EMOTIONAL expos- 
nc- Lffe onerrmu nv asking?I TO TELL HIM IF * 


:■* ^ITIQN 


\ 

R 


N OF HIS POSITION BY ASKING V 
L HAD ANY IDEAS AB'OUT THIS* 




ft, 1- IaSKED WHY DOES THE PARTICIPATION OF NLF, IN WHAT-, j 

EVE R FORM IT MA Y BE, POSE SUCH A GRAVE HINDRANCE TO GVN PARTICIPA- 
* TION' IN. TALKS? 

, J»R£S THJEU RESPONDED NLF OCCUPIES 20 PERCENT OF THE AREA OF > . 
SVN* AND THEY WILL BRING NLF FLAG TO THE CONFERENCE TABLE, APART \ 
FROM THESE MINOR MATTERS, ACCEPTANCE B.Y GVN OF'FAIT ACCOMPLI OF t 
NLF ATTENDING CONFERENCE IN THIS MANNER WILL HAVE EFFECT OF PREDI-1 






CTING T THE D FORMATION OF a COALITION GOVERNMENT INTO THE MINDS OF- 
THE SVN PEOPLE AT.LARGE. 




SAID THAT SUCH A REACTION ON THE PART OF SVN 
OMENT ONLY AN ASSUMPTION, THEREFORE, IF USG 


’J 

.1 


l-36m 


.. 


4m •- 


ROLE fS AT 7 HI IT 

GIVES SOME KINO OF GUARANTEE TO GVN IN ADVANCE THAT USG'WILL OP¬ 
POSE A COALITION WOULD GVN BE ABLE TO ATTEND PARIS-MEETING? 

II, PRES THIEU SAID PERHAPS USG WILL GIVE HIM SOME FORM'OF GUAR¬ 
ANTEE BUT SUCK GUARANTEE TS NOT IN ITSELF STRONG ENOUGH TO SOOTHE 
SVN PUBLIC OPINION, IF NLF ATTENDS PARIS. TALKS, AND IF GVN ALSO 
ATTENDS PARIS TALKS AND IF NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUE FOR A FEW MONTHS 
OR A FEW YEARS,,SVN PEOPLE; WILL FORM SOME ..TENDENCY IN.WHICH THEY 


••SieRPr-' 


i.mx?) 


\V 


COPY LBJ LIBRARY 









4 


l;{ l 

1* ! 


I 


?• 

i. 

r 

r. 


i;' 

r.' 

V. * 

IT . 


u&ClsET 

* , % 

-2- SECTION 2. OF 2 TOKYO 13708 , NOV 11 (NODIS/HARVAN) 

WILL RECOGNIZE THE NLF AS A POLITICAL ENTITY IN FACT* AS A RESULT 
OF SUCH TENDENCY, POLITICAL SETTLEMENT OF SVN, WHETHER WE LIKE IT 
OR NOT, WILL BE SOME KIND OF COALITION GOVERNMENT* ONLY SVN PEOPLE 
CAN UNDERSTAND SUCH PROBLEMS. 

12. f»RES THIEU SAID, "IF I AGREE TO ATTEND THE FOUR-PARTY CONFER¬ 
ENCE AT THIS TIME, THERE WILL 8E A REVOLUTION IN SVN. I WOULD RA¬ 
THER RESIGN MY OFFICE THAN HAVE TO ACCEPT THE FOUR-PARTY CONFERENCE 
WHICH IS IN CONFLICT WITH THE IDEALS AND POLICIES OF THE GVN. I 
DON’T THINK PARTICIPATION OF NLF IS A PROCEDURAL PROBLEM. THERE 
MAY BE A PROBLEM OF FORM, BUT THIS HAS DIRECT BEARING ON POLITICAL 
SUBSTANCE." 

J3. PRES THIEU SAID HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHY USG OPENLY DISCUSSED 
SUCH A CRUCIAL PROBLEM FOR FIVE MONTHS IN PARIS. "I WOULD RATHER 
LIKE TO HAVE SEEN SUCH A PROBLEM DISCUSSED SECRETLY IN PHNOM PENH 
OR SOME OTHER APPROPRIATE PLACE AND IF NO’ RESULTS CAME FROM SUCH 
SECRET DISCUSSIONS THEN JUST BURY THE TALKS." PRES THIEU SAID THAT 
THEREFORE IT SHOULD 8E .UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS PROBLEM IS NOT ONE OF 1 
"FACE" BUT OF SUBSTANCE ITSELF. HE HAD TO ENTERTAIN SOME DOUBTS .* 
ABOUT USG POLICY BECAUSE USG HAS BEEN VIRTUALLY ACCEPTING A.FOUR- 
PARTY CONFERENCE SINCE START OF PARIS TALKS. 

14. AT SEVEN A.M. ON NOV 1 US SIDE REJECTED GVN WISH THAT GVN 
WOULD LIKE TO NEGOTIATE ONLY WITH NVN TO MAKE CLEAR THAT GVN 
WOULD ACCEPT NLF PARTICIPATION ONLY AS MEMBER OF NVN DELEGATION. 
PRES THIEU SAID AT THAT TIME HE ASKED USG FOR A LAST CHANCE TO GO 

DIRECTLY TO NVN TO TELL THEM GVN WOULD ACCEPT NLF ONLY AS PART OF 

NVN DELEGATION AND USG REJECTED HIS PLEA. PRES THIEU SAID WE DON’T 
UNDERSTAND USG ATTITUDE WHICH LISTENS TO NVN AND NLF AND WHICH 

CLOSES THE DOOR AGAINST’ ANY NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN GVN AND NVN. PRES 

THIEU SAID NOV 1 MEETING WAS LA SX^AC.'L Q F— N EG Oil AT ION BETWEEN GVN 
AND USG. PRgr-THi^irHOPED 1 I NOW UNDERSTANDS WHY HE IN- 

USG ♦ 



8»uwui rnto uuc.u nvi ■ "mm 

; CLTNEtf TO DOUBT GOOD INTENTIONS OF 


15.1 § IN ATTEMPT TO E ASE PRES THIEU’S TENSE ATTITUDE, 

REPL I E D ’ IN L1GH1 1 MANNER THAT * I DOES NOT DOUBT GOOD INTENTION OF 
USG. HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF DIFFERENCES IN ATTITUDES, MANNERS, AND 
CUSTOMS BETWEEN OCCIDENTALS AND ORIENTALS WHO HAVE DIFFERENT WAYS 
OF THINKING, MISUNDERSTANDINGS CAN ARRISE. PRES TH1EIJ SHOULD BE 
AWARE OF THESE THINGS AND NOT OVERLOOK THE GOOD INTENTIONS OF USG, 
PRES THIEU JUST LAl/GHED AND SAID NOTHING, 


jl -ICa 


)£S^ 




16. 1 jsAlD IF SITUATION CONTINUES AS IT IS NOW, THIS 

WOULD" ONLY BE KC3Y ING INTO THE HANDS OF NVN PROPAGANDA. ,WE MUST 
AVOID THIS, WHAT IS MOST IMPORTANT AT THIS STAGE :IS SOLIDARITY OF 
J REE NATIONS BECAUSE PARIS TALKS ARE A .KIND .OF - DIPLOMATIC STRUGGLE 
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WITH 

WILL 


COMMUNISM. PROGRESS OF 


PANIC 


TALKS 


TAKE TIME TO ACHIEVE SOMETH I MO. AT 
NOT FEASIBLE T0M0NS1ST 


EMIMIAfllf.Eli IT 


IS 


WILL NOT R E SMOOTH AMU I T 
SAME TIME, f 

THAT USO HKNECUT t ATE WI^H- 


MVM. THENEKOHG, INSTEAD OF "RATIONALIZING" ABOUT THREE OH KOUII 
PARTY NATURE OF PARIS TALKS, PARIS CO NFERENCE SHOUL D JUST BE CON¬ 
SIDERED "CONFERENCES AND PROPOSALS", 1 l CONCLUDED "WHY 

DON'T YOU GO AHEAD TO PARIS AND MAKE CLEAR YOUR POSITION AND SEE 
WHAT HAPPENS?" 


17. PRES THIEU RESPONDED THERE MIGHT NOT BE ANY SOLUTION OTHER 
THAN TO HAVE VARIOUS FORMS OF CONFERENCES. HE CONCLUDED BY REPEAT¬ 
ING THAT IF NO PROPOSALS ARE AGREED UPON THEN WE MUST RESHUFFLE 
THE CARDS AND GO BACK TO THE BEGINNING, 

18. "^COMMENTED THAT HIS INTERVIEW .WENT TWENTY MINUTES 
BEY0ND~TTS~SfcRHn5!JLED TIME AND HE THEREFORE WITHDREW AT THIS POINT. 
HE SAID HE WAS REPORTING THE CONVERSATION IN DETAIL SINCE THE SIT¬ 
UATION WAS MUCH MORE SERIOUS THAN HE HAD. ANTICIPATED, HE WILL SEE 
THE FOREIGN MINISTER AT FOUR PM NOVEMBER U AND REPEAT.THE FORE¬ 
GOING ARGUMENTS TO HIM, 

19. ASSUME DEPARTMENT WILL DESIRE REPEAT • SAIGON'AN& PARIS. 
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